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WELCOME
The history of St. John’s Episcopal church 

dates all the way back to the 1800s. 

Nearly 200 years later, the historic 

building located at 1700 South 

Road has been transformed into an 

architectural masterpiece and a beautiful 

modern workspace for Warschawski’s 

Headquarters.  
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THE HISTORY
St. John’s Episcopal Church began in 1867 before Mount Washington even 

truly existed. The church was originally wooden, held together with iron 

rods and turnbuckles. Although simple, it provided the community with a 

place of worship for nearly 60 years. Realizing the building was in need of 

an upgrade, the wooden church was rebuilt with red bricks in 1928.
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First church created on site 1867 Interior of second church erected on site in 1928 Exterior of second church erected on site in 1928

As the years passed, the church faced many trials 

and tribulations, including a devastating fire in 1941, 

which caused significant damage. However, despite 

everything, the community continued to worship in the 

same building until 2013 when they relocated.

Although there were architectural challenges ahead, 

Warschawski was unfazed and embraced the venture 

wholeheartedly. With hard work and steadfast 

determination, they were able to create something 

beautiful from a forgotten masterpiece. 
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MAKING MOVES 
As Warschawski grew, they needed a space to grow 

with them. On the right are highlights of the significant 

upgrades from the previous office to the new space.

›› COLLABORATION AREAS
OLD OFFICE  

4
NEW OFFICE 

15

›› OFFICE SQUARE FOOTAGE
OLD OFFICE  

5,000 SQ FT

NEW OFFICE 

20,000 SQ FT

›› LEVELS
OLD OFFICE  

1
NEW OFFICE 

4

›› SHOWERS
OLD OFFICE  

0
NEW OFFICE 

4

›› BATHROOMS
OLD OFFICE  

1
NEW OFFICE 

8

6
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“WHEN YOU FIRST WALK IN, YOU 

IMMEDIATELY GET THAT WOW-EFFECT 

THAT MAKES ME WANT TO COME INTO 

WORK EVERYDAY.”

Ally Moscucci

TO IMPROVE  
IS TO CHANGE
This new space provides a warm and exciting 

environment for Warschawski to continue growing its 

footprint. It is a perfect blend between a thrilling work 

environment and a caring atmosphere — something 

you can feel the moment you walk through the doors.
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› ›  I N  T H E  D E T A I L S

THE ORIGINAL 
ENTRANCE
Warschawski preserved and refurbished the heavy 

wooden doors that served as the entrance to the 

church. To integrate the company’s energy, the 

new paint for the doors were color-matched to 

Warschawski’s corporate color. All the original 

hardware on the doors was also preserved and 

refurbished.

With this modification, the waiting area truly gives 

off a warm and welcoming vibe, and is the perfect 

introduction to the rest of the office.

The exterior vestibule was converted into an indoor waiting area
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THE ORIGINAL ENTRANCE
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THE NEW 
LOBBY & 
FOYER AREA
The now glass-enclosed waiting area once served as 

the entrance to the church and was originally open  

to the outdoors.

Warschawski moved the new entrance to the East 

side and added custom-made windows to create the 

new waiting area. The new windows optimize the 

natural lighting and provides visitors with a great 

view of the neighborhood. 

The Jones Falls Trail now runs right past the front 

door, and to encourage its employees to live an 

active and eco-friendly lifestyle, Warschawski 

provides bikes and bike racks at the entrance.

Demo of original concrete and preparing groundwork for the 
entrance

Interior view of lobby entrance and mezzanine framework

New glass entrance and lit stairs surrounded by new zinc planters 
and doorway
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THE NEW LOBBY & FOYER AREA
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THE LOBBY
Upon entering the lobby, dual flying staircases 

now lead up to the mezzanine level. Here one 

gets the first peek at the fully preserved original 

all-wooden ceiling — one of the most stunning 

features of the building that Warschawski worked 

hard to maintain and restore to its original luster.

Workers refurbishing main window above the lobby

Preliminary framing of TV area
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THE LOBBY
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“WE ALWAYS COME TOGETHER FOR CREATIVE 

BRAINSTORMS AND CRITIQUES. IT’S HOW WE DO OUR 

BEST WORK, AND NOW WE HAVE SO MANY NEW FUN 

SPACES TO FUEL OUR CREATIVE ENERGY.”

Jacqueline Cruz

WORKING 
TOGETHER
Warschawski team members are dedicated to getting 

the best possible results and are relentless in pursuing 

them. The new space is a collaborative and inspiring 

work environment that fosters this mentality. 
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THE MEZZANINE 
At Warschawski nothing is impossible. In order to maximize the 

use of vertical space in the building, Warschawski designed an 

open mezzanine level. Starting from nothing, contractors had to 

go below the floor in order to pour footers that would support 

the mezzanine. The mezzanine structure was created to provide 

an open, collaborative, and light-filled workspace for the team. 

Stairs were constructed to be accessible from either side of the 

mezzanine and maintain a symmetrical look and feel. 

Warschawski wanted to maintain the grand and historic look 

and feel of the original church. To preserve the historic interior 

architecture of the church and to ensure sight-lines were never 

blocked by duct work, the HVAC and electric were engineered to 

be hidden below the floors and within the walls.

New staircase leading to mezzanine level 

Creation of mezzanine framework

View from entrance prior to demolition
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THE MEZZANINE
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COLLABORATION 
SPACES
With a clean and modern aesthetic and an abundance of greenery, the 

mezzanine gives off a warm and spacious atmosphere that facilitates focus  

and teamwork. With individual workspaces surrounding the perimeter, the area 

also contains several tables for the team to come together and collaborate.

Workers laying the new flooring on the mezzanine level Completed mezzanine level workspaces
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› ›  I N  T H E  D E T A I L S

PRESERVING 
HISTORY
Preserving the history and character of the 

original church was a vital part of Warschawski’s 

decision-making process throughout the 

renovation. Warschawski sand-blasted the 

plaster-covered arches to expose the beautiful 

original masonry work that lay underneath. 

The entire wood-rafter ceiling was preserved; 

energy-efficient uplighting was added to 

highlight the beautiful historic wooden rafters. 
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Conference room construction

Original alter area at start of renovation

Excavation process at altar area

Conveyor belt removing tons of dirt

CONFERENCE 
ROOM
The area formerly utilized as the altar now acts as the main 

conference room and meeting space. Converting this space 

was a process — the ground had to be fully excavated in 

order to be properly leveled. A conveyor belt was utilized to 

remove tons of dirt and rubble.

Although the process of excavation was intensive, the 

space was transformed into a beautifully spacious and 

collaborative meeting environment for the Warschawski 

team and its guests. 
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MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM
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MEETING 
AREAS
Both the creative suite and second 

conference room reside upstairs on the 

mezzanine level and offer a number of 

workspaces for the team to collaborate 

and get inspired. 

Building the framework of the mezzanine level

Preparing the staircase area to the mezzanine level
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UPSTAIRS CONFERENCE

CREATIVE SUITE
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› ›  I N  T H E  D E T A I L S

THE 
PAINT 
The magnificent original artwork along 

the perimeters of the central window 

arches were restored by local artist, 

Kelly Walker. 

She was able to preserve the historic 

integrity of the murals on both ends of 

the mezzanine, giving new life to the 

ornate patterning and gold leaf texture.
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Kelly Walker restoring the original artwork Mezzanine level arch displaying preserved artwork

Wall area reapplied with gold leaf
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“THERE IS NATURAL LIGHT AT EVERY TURN THAT 

I FORGET I’M IN AN OFFICE. THIS HELPS CREATE A 

POSITIVE VIBE AND INSPIRES GREAT WORK”

Austin Depew

OPEN  
WORK SPACE
The unique design incorporates a wonderful balance 

of natural light and an open floor plan, which inspires 

great work and productivity. It creates a feeling of 

optimism, inspiration, and sunniness.
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› ›  I N  T H E  D E T A I L S

A WINDOW OF 
OPPORTUNITY
The breathtaking stained-glass windows were installed in 

the church during the 1940s. These antique pieces of art 

surrounded the entire perimeter of the building. During the 

construction of the office, the windows were meticulously 

removed by professionals and transported to Nicaragua,  

where a church was built around them.

Pictured left;  

The relocated windows located in their new home in Nicaragua.
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Windows after stained glass removal New custom-fitted windowpanes

WINDOWS
The replacement windows were 

completely custom-made and fitted 

to preserve the building’s historic and 

unique character, while incorporating 

the most natural light possible 

throughout the building. 
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GLASS OFFICES
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GLASS 
OFFICES
What once were rows of pews, now make 

rows of offices. Warschawski wanted to 

maintain its open-door policy and facilitate 

the flow of natural light throughout the 

building by installing glass office doors.

Building the framework for the offices

Completed installation of drywall and lighting in offices
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› ›  I N  T H E  D E T A I L S

LIGHTS
As one walks through the main floor, the 

original light fixtures from the church 

hang from the rafters. The fixtures were 

completely refurbished.

The original glass in the fixtures was in 

poor condition, so the glass was removed 

and replaced by rolled gold steel.

Close-up of refurbished light fixtures

Original light fixtures
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LIGHTS
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“OUR TEAM IS FUN-LOVING AND KNOWS HOW TO WORK 

HARD AND PLAY HARD. WITH FOOSBALL, DARTS, THE 

CLUBHOUSE, BIKES, AND SCOOTERS, THERE’S ALWAYS 

FUN TO BE HAD.”

Bailey Heidelbach

WORK HARD 
PLAY HARD
Having a great time and doing great work are not 

mutually exclusive concepts — they go together. The 

new space offers a variety of opportunities to have 

fun and create personal connections.
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THE 
CLUBHOUSE 
The Clubhouse provides a more relaxed area for 

meetings with clients or internal creative brainstorming 

sessions. The space also provides a quiet environment 

for Warschawski employees to work. 

The Clubhouse was conceived to double as a relaxing 

haven for traveling guests to spend the night. It 

contains its own entrance and exit and includes a  

fully-equipped bathroom with a massive shower. 

Building of bathroom framework

Building structure of the Clubhouse and installation of ducts
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FInished Clubhouse lounge area Clubhouse workstations
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STUDIO HALL
The expansive community hall originally served as the church’s Friendship 

Hall. Warschawski completely transformed the room into a contemporary, 

versatile space that serves both as Warschawski’s multimedia studio and an 

event space for large meetings, presentations, and conferences. The studio 

is where videos are filmed and photography shoots are set up. All of the 

original plaster walls were sandblasted to expose the original brick. 

Additionally, Warschawski worked with a lighting engineer to install state-

of-the-art, high-lumen recessed lighting with dimmers to enable flexibility 

for different kinds of events and activities. 

A catering kitchen was added to serve any event or photo/video shoot 

taking place in Studio Hall.

A custom-made catering kitchen was added

Original Friendship Hall

Returning the walls and ceiling to their original glory

Revealing the original brickwork and installation of lights



37

STUDIO HALL
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THE OFFICE  
OF THE CEO
What was once the organ and choir loft, only accessible 

by a ladder, is now the office of the CEO. It is now easily 

accessible on the mezzanine level.

The floor needed to be reinforced, a private bathroom 

was added, and the entrance showcases the grand 

leather doors that served as the original interior 

entrance doors of the church. 

Excavation of altar area with view of original loft
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OFFICE OF THE CEO
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› ›  I N  T H E  D E T A I L S

THE LEATHER 
DOORS
The doorway had to be specially constructed 

to fit the arched shape of the preserved leather 

doors. The only modification on the doors was 

the added handles which were carefully selected 

to fit the original style.

Close-up of carefully selected handles added to leather doors
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LEATHER DOORS
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THE 
KITCHEN
What was originally the church sacristy 

is now a fully-functioning kitchen with 

additional storage space to house all of 

the team’s favorite healthy snacks. 

While the windows in the kitchen have 

been preserved, the floor had to be 

dropped a couple feet lower to be level 

with the rest of the main floor. 

Church sacristy before renovation

Refurbishing kitchen walls

Process of finalizing kitchen with installed shelving
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KITCHEN
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› ›  I N  T H E  D E T A I L S

THE 
ELEVATOR
The elevator is an important part of the 

building which allows for people to go to all 

floors. The construction of the elevator was an 

extensive process which included the process 

of raising the roof of the building.

Setting up elevator structure for new mezzanine floor

Downward view of elevator shaft



ELEVATOR
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EXTERIOR
Warschawski knew it was important to give the same 

amount of attention to the exterior of the building as the 

interior. The roof was completely redone with slate roofing. 

The landscaping was redesigned to create a more inviting 

and friendly appearance. Much of the building’s masonry 

work was repointed.

Additionally, the original entry stairs were demolished and 

removed, a new entryway landing was created, and new 

steps with lighting were added to access the new entrance 

to the building. Zinc planter boxes and awning were 

installed as was a new all-glass storefront entrance door. 

Scaffolding for workers to lay new roofing

Exterior after all old foliage is removed
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THRILLING 
& CARING
Warschawski’s new headquarters is more 

than just an office, it is a home for its 

team members. It is where great brands 

are built and strengthened, creativity 

thrives, and goals are exceeded.
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warschawski.com


